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Zinoviev, Chairman of the Communist International, instruct-
ing the British Communist Party on ways of controlling the
Labour movement. Much energy was spent later by Labour
investigators on showing it to be a forgery, which it quite
probably was; but it contained very little that was not a
paraphrase or quotation of what Zinoviev or other Communist
International officials had said at one time or another. What
was serious was that the Foreign Office, MacDonald's own
department, took it at face value and published it together
with an angry note of protest to the Russian Government.
MacDonald did not repudiate this action, and his supporters,
till now eagerly defending the proposed Russian treaty, found
themselves deserted by their chief. The electoral results were
what might be expected: the Labour Party lost 42 seats, the
Liberals 119 out of 158, and the Conservatives gained 152.
Baldwin immediately took MacDonald's place as Premier.
MacDonald had done his party considerable injury. He
had made a rather poor show in office, getting worse and not
better as he went on, he had disappointed Labour hopes in very
important respects, and he had lost office and the election by
behaviour which at the kindest could only be described as
exceptionally unintelligent. Criticism was publicly expressed,
even in the Daily Herald. But after it he retained his position
and authority unimpaired. Partly, this was due to his per-
sonality: no one, who has not watched it, can have any idea of
the peculiar power which that organ voice and handsome
figure, without the true eloquence of Lloyd George or the
intellectual content of Gladstone, could exercise over a Labour
audience. Partly, it was because he had no serious rival: the
elderly Trade Union officials who surrounded him were as
reactionary as himself and without his charm and apparent
fervour, and no younger leaders had risen to an eminence
sufficient to challenge 'him. But mostly it was because the
opposition was disunited and had neither programme nor
rallying-ground. The Communist Party could not provide
them; as it had built a high wall between itself and the rest of
the Labour movement by its policy of "Bolshevization", which
called for the formation of secret "nuclei" to control other
working-class organizations,.and pointed to ordinary Socialist